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Grades K-8: Focus on Reading
Ann Norton

After spending time last year reading professional books about recent research in the field of
reading, studying our district data on student achievement in reading, and listening to our
state’s pofitical and educational leaders stress the need for improving student achievement,
we have intensified our focus on reading. While our students have consistently been
performing well on tests measuring reading achievement, our district is committed to
continuously improving and has taken steps to do so.

In grades K-6, we are becoming familiar with a new reading series. It has all the pieces that
research indicates a strong program should have, which is called a balanced approach to
literacy. Students will develop their understanding of words, both how words work (phonics)
and what they mean (vocabulary). Their understanding of writing and grammar skills will be
developed, as well as their reading and comprehension abilities. This program offers many
resources for teachers and students to use, both in their hands and oniine.

Teachers spend time working with the whole class, sharing engaging and high-quality stories,
developing students’ vocabulary, modeling strategies and skills that are key to strong
comprehension and giving students opportunities to discuss and practice. Teachers will also
spend time working with small groups of students at a “just right” reading level that allows
them to be challenged, using what they’ve learned and being able to problem-solve as they
read with support from the teacher. This allows for more individual attention and support.
Teachers are also able to choose from a range of materials to assess if students have learned,
so they are able determine which students need more support and which need more challenge.

According to research, one of the most significant ways to impact student achievement is to
allow time for teachers to collaborate with one another. Our district has worked to carve out
a little time for teachers of the same grade level to meet together. This is an extremely
important “first step” in being able to provide consistency in instructional expectations and
assessments for our students within a grade level, and we have chosen to focus on reading as
our first pricrity.

From their professional reading last year, teachers in grades 7-8 decided to collaborate to
implement a Reader’s Workshop approach. Each month, they choose a research-proven
reading strategy, determine a student-friendly definition, and design a graphic organizer that
will help teachers and students work with the strategy. The strategy is “kicked off” by the
reading/language arts teachers, and then is reinforced in every content area class to provide
multiple oppertunities for students to practice the strategy and to see how it connects to
subjects outside of reading class,

Cur district is so fortunate to have talented people who are committed to educational
excellence and are willing to work tirelessly to help our students achieve great things. We are
excited to see our students learning and growing through our focus on reading.
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Regular Board Meeting
October 17,2011

The regular meeting of the Maquoketa Valley Board of
Education was called to order by President John Zietlow at
7:00 p.m. in the Middle School Conference Room in Delhi,
Towa. All motions carried unanimously unless otherwise
noted. Five board members were present. There were
seven staff members present and thirteen visitors present.
The agenda and consent items were approved.

In Coordinator and Principal reports, it was noted that the
High School roof will need repaired. A temporary fix wili
be done until a more permanent repair can be done in the

spring.

Maguoketa Valley teachers and administrators attended the
Delaware County Professional Development Day at West
Delaware on October 10,

Steel has been ordered for the baseball/softball complex
concession stand as well as the dug-out roofs. This work
will be completed in the spring.

On October 21 third grade students from each center will
be attending a symphony concert in Dubugue.

The high school academic awards assembly was held on
October 17%.  Seventeen sophomores, 23 juniors and 24
seniors were honored with academic awards this year.

A hearing was set for November 21, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. for
the purpose of considering an early start date for the
2012-2013 school year.

The following board policies were reviewed and approved:
602.060 Special Education, 600.40 Multicultural/Gender

Fair Education, 301.010 School Superintendent -
Qualifications,  301.020  School  Superintendent —
Recruitment and Appointment, 401.040 Recruitment,
Qualifications and Selection of Licensed Personnel, 407,030
Recruitment, Qualifications, Selection of Classified

Personnel and 502.10 Smoking, Drinking, Drugs.

The Board approved the FY 11 Special Education Modified
Allowable Growth application.

One personnel recommendation was approved.  Also
approved were two open enrollment requests.
The Delaware County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard
Mitigation Plan Resolution was approved.

Certified enrollment shows a decline in roughty 15 students
for 2011-2012.

Supt. Tuetken noted that board policies are now
accessible through the District website. He asked all
Board members to begin reviewing the 400 series,

The November regular school board meeting will be held
at Barlville Elementary. The December meeting will be
held at Johnston Elementary.

Erika Imler and John Zietlow took a few minutes to
discuss the initial comments from the District andit which
was completed in September.

On Monday, October 244, Maquoketa Valley will host
the County Board of Directors Work Session. This will
begin at 6:30 p.m. Local legislators as well as Tom
Downs from IASB will be in attendance.

Ann Norton updated the Board on the progress of the
Mission and Vision Committee. The next meeting will
take place on November 7t at 3:30.

Supt. Tuetken took a few minutes to discuss the request
of reinstating the Spirit Squad for wrestling and
basketball. Further discussion will take place at the
November meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Weather Calls

The MV Administration recommends that when we are
expecting nasty weather, please listen first to the radio
stations of WMT, KMCH or KDST. MV also reports their
school closings and cancellations to 3 TV stations:
KGAN (2), KWWL (7) , and KCRG (9), but TV Channeis
/7 & 9 seem to have trouble getting the
announcements correct. When bad weather hits, it's
best to turn to the radic stations.

Please DO NOT call the schogl. Their lines will be busy
contacting personnel, other schoois, bus drivers, etc.

As winter and the cold weather approaches, our
buiiding temperatures will he set from 65 to 70
degrees.  Parents are encouraged to dress your
children appropriately. 1t is perfectly acceptable for
your child to wear a sweater or sweatshirt in class in
order to stay comfortable.




Parent/Teacher Conferences

The dates for the first Parent-Teacher Conferences of this
school year are Tuesday, Nov 1st, and Thursday, Nov 3rd,
from 3 PM - 7 PM both evenings.

These times are the same for all ithree elementaries, the
Middle School and High Schoot.

. What year was the Johnston Elementary school

There will be NO SCHOOL on Friday, November 4th.

constructed?

All Jr. Kindergarten. through 6th grade conferences will be )
2. Where did the students attend class before that?

scheduled by appointment, and letters have already been sent
home 1o parents to confirm the appointment. These grades wil}
meet for conferences in their respective classrooms,

The 7ih & 8th graders will also have scheduled fifteen minute
conferences, Parents will be assigned to one of your chiid's
ieachers who will have all information about vour child and
their grades from their other classes and teachers. if you feel
that you need to tatk to any other teachers about your child,
we wilt post conference schedules cutside of each classroom.
Therefore, if a teacher is not conferencing, feel free to talk with
them. if this doesn’t work we will be more than happy to have
a staff member call you or set up a time to meet with you.

Delhi Elementary
PRIDE of the PRINCIPAL

The following Delhi Elementary students have been
recognized for outstanding performance in the areas
of academics, behavier and citizenship.

High School teachers will be set up in the High School
gymnasium, and parents are invited to speak with any or all of
their child's teachers at their convenience during the time
allowed. High School report cards will be given to parents by
the secretaries in the front foyer of the building. Any High
School report cards not picked up during the conference times
will be sent home with the students.

Congratulations to the foliowing students and
their parents:

Nathan Beiiz Lily Huber

Logan Beaman Alyssa Sternhagen

WALL OF FAME
OUR FIREMEN ARE
SO SPECIAL TO US!
THANK YOU FOR
COMING TO OUR
SCHOOLS TO HELP US

The WALL OF FAME recognizes students for achievement
and/or improvement in academics, social skills, and cifizenship.
We appreciate the students’ extra efforts and are proud of them.

Congratulations to the following students and their parents:

EARLVILLE
Grace Wegmann Jordan Staner Claire Krapfl PRACTICE OUR FIRE
Avery Krapfl Deecel Staner Leah Ries
Rylie Aldrich Owen Mensen Kriya Atwell DRILLS,
Mianna Gosche Kendra Hiflers [iffany Kelly TEACH US
Paige Winter Carissa Sabers Kylie Chesnut
Allison Knipper Trevor Morris Matthew Brehm ABOUT
Garrett Lahr Kim Sellner FIRE
jon N SAFETY,
NSTO
Ashtyn Porter Elizabeth McDowell Adrienne Freiburger AND GIVE
Leijhton Deutmeyer Addison Hucker Morgan Krumviede Us A RIDE
Nolan Ries Brock Trenkamp Lane Domeyer ON THE

Chantel Crowley

Sydney Frecze

TRUCKS!



America, Of Thee 1 Sing

The elementary music classes have been
spending some time learning patriotic songs. We
began the year with a fun favorite, “Yankee Doodle”.
DJd you know that this song was actually sung by the
ish to poke fun at the Colonial soldiers’ uniforms?
The next song we worked on was “America,
Thes eaut;fui” We learned that it was originally a
poem by Kathryn Lee Bates and then later set to a
melody, composed by Samuel Ward. The
garten _ught on qumkly to this song

America favorite ong “for many has been
Land Is Your Land” by Woody Guthrie.

The fourth. grade. class spen:
ahout our natienai anthem, “Th
Banner”. One of the things we found cut was that
even though it was performed as our national anthem
since the early 1800s, it did not become our official
national anthem untit 1931. Each fourth grade
student was required to sing the first verse to “The
Star-Spangled Banner”, memorized.

It has been inspiring to watch and hear these
students sing the patriotic music of our nation with
sincerity, spirit, and pride!

Pioneer Life

The 2nd and 3rd Graders at Johnston Elementary
had the opportunity to visit a log home that was originally
constructed in the 1840s. Pete and Cindy Hall recently
refurbished the log home with the help of an Amish
carpenter. The log home is located just west of Monticelio.

Mrs, Hall taught the students many things about
the every day life of a pioneer, beginning with the rising of
the sun. There was no electricity, so dayiight was used
wisely. A pioneer child would have many chores to do, such
as carrying water from the creek, doing animal chores, and
helping in the kitchen. There was always work to be done.

Students were fascinated by the “old-fashioned”
way of doing things. The cabin was filled with all of the
furniture and tools that pioneers would have used. Cindy did
a great job of explaining how each item was made, and why it
was important. A highlight of the log home tour for the
students was the upstairs. They couldn’t imagine sleeping
four or five people in a small bed, nor the fact that pioneer
children had very few toys. And students are still talking
about only heing able to take a bath one or two times in a
winter!

This short trip offered students a background of
knowledge that will be helpful when teaching units about the
pioneers and pioneer life. Thank you to the Hall family for
preserving a piece of the past and inviting us to visit.

Tracey Reicher
3rd Grade Teacher
Johnston Elementary

DELHI ELEMENTARY
Grandparents
& Special Friends:

We had a great time when you came to visit! §
Thanks for making the extra effort to come to F
school and for making it an extra special day
for all of us!

- T‘hlrd Grade Attends
»  Orchestra Concert

The third grade students from Earlville and
Hopkinton attended a special Arts Trek concert
performed by the Dubuque Symphony Orchestra
on October 21, in the historic Five Flags Theater.
This concert was performed especially for third
grade students in this area.

We were thrilled as the orchestra played the
Star Wars Suite, Main Title and “Hedewig’s
Theme” from Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's
Stone, both by John Williams. Ghosts and goblins
appeared in our imaginations as they played
“Night on Bald Mountain” by Modest Mussorgsky.
We felt the thrill of a chase as we listened to
Edvard Greig’s “in The Hall of the Mountain King”.
High School student, Nikolai Doffing shared his
amazing talent with us by playing a concerto on
his violin. We also heard each instrument played
individually to get a better idea of what it
sounded like.

The concert was offered free of charge
thanks to the generous sponsorship by Mark and
Cheryl Falb of Dubuque. Transportation costs
were covered by a Big Yellow School Bus Grant
funded by the lowa Arts Council.



What: Winter Sports
“Meet the Players” Night!

The Maguoketa Valley Athletic Boosters will be hosting
an informal gathering to kick off the winter sports
season for the boys & girls basketball teams, wrestlers
and dance teaml

When: Friday, November 18th
6:00-6:30 pm Parent meetings
6:30-7:30 pm Taco dinner - free wilt
donation - HS cafeteria
7:30~ 8:30 pm Player introductions/
auction & raffle drawing - HS gym

Raffle tickets will be given out to everyone at the
taco dinner. For the player auction, the athletes
will be piaced into groups of 4-5 & then auctioned
off to perform community service projects or home
maintenance. The sports & dance teams will use
the funds raised for their programs needs in the
upcoming season. Please join us for a fun night!

Presents

On November 11 and 18 at 7:30 PM, and November 13 at
2:00 PM, the Maguoketa Valley Fine Arts Department will
present “Guys and Dolls” a musical fable based on at
story by Damon Runyon with Music and Lyrics by Frank
Loegger. Tickets are $5.00 each and may be purchased ab
the high school cffice or by calling BE63-922-2091,

It all begins with a bet. Nathan Detroit (Peter Halfhill) bets
high-rolling gambler Sky Masterson {Ashton Salow) that
Sky cannot persuade Save-A-Soul Missionary Sister Sarah
Brown (Miranda Lewis) to accompany him on a trip to
Cuba. While the worldly 8ky works his charms oh a wary
BSarah, Nathan is doing his best to stay outgide the
matriznonial ciutches of his long-suffering flancée, Miss
Adelaide (Stacy Murray). "Guys and Dellg" is a fable about
what happens to gambling men and the women who long to
tame them. Set in the colorful world of New York City in
the mid 20th century, the romantic and funny "Guys And
Dolis" is populated with gangsters and gamblers,
missionary dollg and showgdirls, and has one of the greatest
musical geores in the history of American theatre.

Including cast and crew there are 40 students involved in
this production. Please show your support for their hard

work by marking your calendars and attending “Guys and
Dolls” on November 11, 12 and/cr 13.

News for the M-V FFA Chapter

This semester has bheen pretty busy for the Maguoketa
Valley FFA Chapter. Events started off September 17,
2011 when Ben Guthrie, Rachel Knipper and Jenna Beitz
traveled to West Union to participate in the Dairy Cattle
Judging CDE contest. The three perscn team placed 6
ctasses of dairy cows and heifers and recited oral reasons
to a judge. They also scored a cow on linear evaluation
and took a management test with a culling and pedigree
portion, The team earned a silver rating.

On October 4, 2011, 21 students traveled to Madison,
Wisconsin for the World Dairy Expo. Students were able
to watch the international Ayrshire show and the
international Jr. Holstein Show on the colored shavings.
Students also visited severai industry representatives and
learned about all of the new technology in the dairy
industry,

The FFA hog raffle took place October 7% at the home
football game. The chapter would like to extend a big
thank you to the Dave and Julie Guthrie family for
donating the hog and the Delhi Locker for donating the
processing. Vicki Sutter from East Dubugue and Jack
Leighty from Monticello were the winners of ¥ a hog.
Thanks for ali of your support!

Seven chapter members were able to ftravel to
Indianapolis, Indiana last week for the National FFA
Convention. Members traveled on charter buses overnight
with 96 other FFA members from Northeast lowa. When
in Indianapolis the students visited the Indianapolis
Speedway and the Indianapolis Zoo. The students also
participated in the 1% and 2" general session and listened
to keynote speaker Dave Roever. There were nearly
55,000 FFA members and guests from across the country
in attendance. Members participate in general sessions,
competitive  events, educational tours, leadership
workshops, a career show and expo, volunteer activities
and much more. It is one of the largest annual student
conventions in the country. On the way home the chapter
made a stop in Chicago, Il.. They toured the Chicago
Beard of Trade and the Museum of Science and
Technology.

Students have also been busy with FFA meetings,
updating their SAE (Supervised Agricultural Experience)
record books, the FFA trap shoot SAE visits, and fruit,
meat and cheese sales. The chapter will also be selling
handmade Christmas wreaths. Contact an FFA member
for more information!
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and Anthony Wachendorf.

Post Prom Party Update
Attention Junior Class Parents:

Post Prom fundraising efforts are past the planning
stages & are coming together!

We need volunteers...even for an hour here or there,
any help you can give is greatly appreciated!

The annual pie baking day is November 5...there
can never be too many cooks in this kitchen!! Call
Vicki Fortman {£63-608-2210) with questions.

We will be selling Maquoketa Valley clothing at
various events, give Laura Holtz } a call if you would
be able to donate a little of your time.

The next Post Prom meeting will be Wednesday
November 8, at 6:30 p.m. in the High Schooi
cafeteria. We are looking forward to getting
everything underway & watching all of our efforts fall
into place!

We hope you can join us in the fun!

Please call Laura Holtz (563-920-02310)with any
questions.

Apple Pies For Salel!

Just in time for the Holidays!

The Magqguoketa Valley Post Prom committee is putting
together delicious homemade pies for you to bake at
home. Only $10 each & the work is dore for youl Call
Vicki Fortman {563-6G08-2210) or Mary Jo Eike
(563-920-9806) to piace your order today!

:/ 1:00 pm, November 11th, in the |

"y rtoom for Veteran’s Day. Two
~ local veterans will be speaking

the district is invited to attend.

The assembly is being organized
by these students from the HS

Becker, Kate Jay, Holly Kuhiman,

Winter Wonderland

Students in g‘:f;.ades preschool through™th are invited to

enjoy pre-Christmas festivities. . Have your picture

taken with San
listen to Cheistmy

games, and so much more,

tament,

o Santa, play

swrite alet

The cost for this fun on

Saturday, DE‘_GB}:‘&)@“ 3 1s $T0: Pares

to attend with their c:hiiéix;tr

REAL LIFE ACADEMY FOR SENIORS

On Thursday, November 3, Maquoketa Valley and Ed-Co
seniors will have the opportunity to participate in the
Real Life Academy at Maguoketa Valley High School,
The Real Life Academy is sponsored by the Delaware
County School to Work Committee and introduces high
schoot seniors to the real world of day to day finance--
making choices, paying bhills and dealing with whatever
"fate” may hand you.

Participants are assigned one of their chosen
professions, their marital status, and whether or not
they have children and/or pets. They are also given
their monthly salary and a credit card with no
outstanding balance. Most students also have a
student ican payment. Students are given a checkbook
and register and are required to pay taxes, buy or rent
housing, purchase vehicles, insurance, fuel, groceries,
clothing, make investments and charitable
contributions, pay for child care, pay the phone bill,
utilities, etc.

Local business people will be at tables that the
students visit to pay for their menthly expenses. There
will also be a "Fate" table, where students draw two
cards of chance. Sometimes these are positive or they
might be negative. There is also a roaming nurse and
police officer who hand out fate cards. In order to exit
the Real Life Academy students must meet with a
banker who reviews the check register to make sure
that the student is on track and has between $0 and

$200 left in their account.

This is the fourth year for the Real Life Academy in
Delaware County and it is an excellent opportunity for
seniors to experience what budgeting is like in the real
world.  For more information please contact Barb
Hollinrake at the high school at 563-922-2091.
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What's Ahead at Maquoketa Valley
The following M.V, events are currently scheduled for DECEMBER, 2011
{Rememizer, all information could CHANGE!

JH GBB @ Springvitie
HSWR - Home

HS B/G BB @ Starmont
GPA Reward Trip @ UNI
HSWR @ Cascade

Winter Wonderland

JH GBB - Home

EE Christmas Program

JH GBB - Home

HS 8/G BB @ Central City
EARLY OUT - 1:00

DE Christmas Program
HSWR - Home

JE Christmas Program
HSWR @ NLinn

HS 8/G BB - Home
Spanish Club Soup Supper
HSWR & West Dubuque
HS 3V GBB Tourney - Home
HS BBB - Home

12/12/11
12/13/11
12/15/11
12/16/11
12/16/11
12/17/11
12717711
12/17/11
12/19/11
12/19/11
12/20/11
12/20/11
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12/22/11
12/22/11
12/22/17
12/22/11
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NOVEMBER, 2011

ADHD Parent Group Meeting 7:00
HS GBB @ Alburnett

HSWR @ Starmont & NLinn

HS Financiat Aid Night - 5:00

HS B/G BB - Home

HSWR @ |.C. Regina (Varsity)
HSWR @ W Delaware (9th)

HS B/G BB @ Beckman

School Beard Meeting

HS Christmas Concert (St. John’s)
MS Christmas Concert

HS B/G BB @ Cascade

End of Znd QTR

J. Beck Assembly - HS

HSWR - Home

EARLY QUT @ 1:00

HS B/G BB @ CtPt/Urbana - (Varsity)

12/23/731 - 1/3/712 NO SCHOOL. - Winter Break

1/04/72

Begin 2nd Semester





